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product manufacturers, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1461 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1461, a bill to require 
health insurance coverage for the 
treatment of infertility. 

S. 1500 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1500, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to improve and enhance 
protections for members of the Armed 
Forces who are victims of a sex-related 
or domestic violence offense, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1506 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1506, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to permit certain 
individuals complying with State law 
to possess firearms. 

S. 1578 
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1578, a bill to protect the 
privacy of internet users through the 
establishment of a national Do Not 
Track system, and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 9 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 9, a concurrent 
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that tax-exempt fraternal benefit 
societies have historically provided 
and continue to provide critical bene-
fits to the people and communities of 
the United States. 

S. RES. 135 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 135, a resolution ex-
pressing the gratitude and appreciation 
of the Senate for the acts of heroism 
and valor by the members of the 
United States Armed Forces who par-
ticipated in the June 6, 1944, amphib-
ious landing at Normandy, France, and 
commending those individuals for lead-
ership and bravery in an operation that 
helped bring an end to World War II. 

S. RES. 217 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 217, a resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of June 7 
through June 9, 2019, as ‘‘National Gun 
Violence Awareness Weekend’’ and 
June 2019 as ‘‘National Gun Violence 
Awareness Month’’. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and 
Mr. JONES): 

S. 1599. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to create a re-
fundable tax credit for foster families, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing the Foster Care Tax 
Credit Act, with my colleague Senator 
Jones. Enacting this bill would go a 
long way towards helping families with 
the expenses that come with taking in 
and providing homes for foster chil-
dren. 

Currently, foster families are only el-
igible for the Child Tax Credit if the 
same child lives with them for at least 
six months. Many foster families take 
in children for shorter periods, and 
sometimes take in multiple different 
children throughout the year. Even if 
these placements add up to more than 
six months, these families are poten-
tially not eligible for the tax credit. 
Further, state funding for foster care 
families often fails to cover the cost of 
meeting the child’s basic needs. 

The Foster Care Tax Credit Act 
would create a new refundable tax 
credit targeted at these families that 
take in foster children but are not eli-
gible for the Child Tax Credit. The tax 
credit would help ease the financial 
strain that many of these families face. 
Further, the bill instructs the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
and Secretary of the Treasury to con-
duct outreach to state and tribal agen-
cies to better educate foster families 
about provisions of the tax code that 
may benefit them. 

I hope my colleagues will support 
this bill to provide assistance to fami-
lies who have chosen to offer a loving 
home for children who need it most. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. KING, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. MERKLEY, and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. 1614. A bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to modify the definition of ‘‘renew-
able biomass’’ under the renewable fuel 
program; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, Orego-
nians have a strong interest in using 
biomass as a source of renewable fuels. 
This desire, coupled with how well we 
grow biomass in Oregon, creates the 
opportunity to use carefully selected 
wood waste as a source for cleaner 
transportation fuel. If we do it right, 
this effort will lead to healthier for-
ests, more carbon sequestration, clean-
er transportation fuels as compared to 
traditional gasolines, and protected old 
growth forests. 

Current law excludes the use of fed-
eral biomass in the making of renew-
able fuels as defined by the Renewable 
Fuel Standard (RFS). The bill being in-
troduced today eliminates that exclu-
sion. 

In addition to being an energy mat-
ter, this is an important forest man-
agement issue. Over many decades 
there has been an unnatural buildup of 
woody material on the forest floor. It 

becomes fuel for catastrophic wildfires. 
For months, each summer, Oregonians 
in every corner of the state, from 
Astoria to Adel and from Medford to 
Madras, suffer from smokey skies, haz-
ardous air quality, and the almost con-
stant threat that a wildfire may burn 
down their homes. In the eastern por-
tion of the state, invasive species like 
juniper trees pose challenges, on both 
private and public lands—lowering 
water tables, posing fire risks, and en-
croaching on sage grouse habitat. It is 
time we stopped putting our heads in 
the sand, hoping the environmental 
ship will right itself. 

Instead, this excess woody biomass 
should be contributing to U.S. energy 
independence by being converted to 
transportation or electricity fuels. 
This bill makes that economically fea-
sible. It would make it more cost effi-
cient for private landowners to remove 
low-value brush, like juniper. The bill 
also helps pay for programs to reduce 
dead and dying trees that fuel cata-
strophic wildfires and helps thin out 
unhealthy second-growth forests. The 
bill ensures that all residuals from the 
milling process and certain biomass 
from national forests and BLM forests 
qualify for the RFS standards. 

Importantly, under this new defini-
tion biomass materials harvested from 
federal lands must be done so in ac-
cordance with all federal laws, regula-
tions, and land-use plans and designa-
tions. In addition, the bill pays specific 
attention to biomass removal from in-
sect and disease ridden forests and 
wildfire prone areas. And, to ensure en-
vironmental problems are being solved, 
not created, the bill restricts the types 
of biomass materials that can be har-
vested from federal lands so that old 
growth trees and stands will continue 
to be protected. 

At the end of the day, the small di-
ameter trees, the limbs, the debris, 
even sawdust at the mill presents real 
opportunities to generate green energy, 
generate green jobs, lower wildfire 
risks in rural areas across the country, 
and better position the United States 
to meet the RFS. 

There is a lot of bipartisan support 
for the biomass definition in this bill. 
It balances sound energy policy with 
sound environmental policy. 

I want to thank my colleagues Sen-
ators RISCH, KING, CRAPO, and 
MERKLEY for joining me on this impor-
tant bill. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Ms. SMITH, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. COONS, Ms. MCSALLY, 
and Mr. KING): 

S. 1602. A bill to amend the United 
States Energy Storage Competitive-
ness Act of 2007 to establish a research, 
development, and demonstration pro-
gram for grid-scale energy storage sys-
tems, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Better Energy 
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Storage Technology Act. I am pleased 
to be partnering with Senator HEINRICH 
on this initiative. I would also like to 
thank Senator GARDNER, Senator 
SMITH, Senator COONS, Senator 
MCSALLY, and Senator KING who have 
joined us as original cosponsors of the 
BEST Act. 

Our bipartisan bill supports narrowly 
tailored energy storage research to de-
velop the next generation of tech-
nologies at the Department of Energy. 
Advancing next generation energy 
storage technology will allow us to in-
tegrate more renewables into the 
power grid, such as wind energy or 
solar energy which, in turn, will help 
to reduce emissions and slow climate 
change. 

Energy storage systems provide a 
wide range of benefits. First, these 
technologies increase the reliability 
and the resilience of the electric grid 
by limiting potential disruptions. En-
ergy storage helps us to better manage 
supply and demand on the grid and al-
lows for the expanded use of renewable 
energy. The reliability of our grid and 
grid-scale storage systems go hand-in- 
hand. 

Second, this type of technology can 
decrease energy costs, a goal that we 
all share. In Maine, the price of elec-
tricity rises steeply during the coldest 
days of the year. For example, in late 
2017 and early 2018, very cold tempera-
tures in New England led to higher en-
ergy costs—more than a billion dollars 
in the wholesale energy market—in 
just 15 days. 

The next generation of energy stor-
age technologies could help to trans-
form our grid, meaning that we would 
no longer need to generate more expen-
sive power to meet demands during the 
hottest and coldest days of the year. 
Instead, we could use more affordable 
energy sources that have been stored 
for later use. 

Third, energy storage systems can 
allow for more intermittent renewable 
sources, such as wind and solar power, 
to be placed on the grid and used pre-
cisely when they are needed. The Aqua 
Ventus, a floating, deepwater offshore 
wind project being developed by the 
University of Maine and a consortium 
of groups, could benefit from energy 
storage innovation. Off the coast of 
Maine, there are very strong and con-
sistent winds where offshore wind tur-
bines can produce electricity almost 50 
percent of the time. This next genera-
tion storage technology will ensure 
that we can use this wind power closer 
to 100 percent of the time by storing 
electricity to use when the wind isn’t 
blowing. 

One of the biggest hurdles to com-
mercializing energy storage is cost. To 
overcome this obstacle, our bill specifi-
cally directs the Department of Energy 
to work to decrease the cost of this ex-
citing technology. This is similar to 
the Department’s SunShot initiative 
that decreased the price of solar power 
by approximately 75 percent in less 
than a decade. 

Furthermore, energy storage systems 
are technology neutral. This bill will 
foster innovation and enhance deploy-
ment of these innovative technologies 
without picking winners or losers. 

Specifically, our bill would do the 
following: It would focus energy stor-
age research on highly flexible, longer 
duration, and seasonal storage sys-
tems. It would support five energy 
storage demonstration projects. The 
bill would create a strategic plan and 
allow the Department of Energy to de-
velop cost targets. It would coordinate 
research and support the coordination 
of research. Finally, the bill would au-
thorize $60 million annually for each of 
the next 5 years. 

I am pleased to report that our bipar-
tisan bill has earned very broad sup-
port, including the endorsements of the 
Bipartisan Policy Center, Citizens for 
Responsible Energy Solutions, 
ClearPath, Edison Electric Institute, 
Energy Storage Association, the Infor-
mation Technology and Innovation 
Foundation, the National Audubon So-
ciety, the Natural Resources Council of 
Maine, the National Hydropower Asso-
ciation, Solar Energy Industries Asso-
ciation, the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists, and the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Frankly, it has been a long time 
since I have seen a bill be able to at-
tract that much support from groups 
that have different ideological goals, 
and I am very proud that we were able 
to line up the support of all of those 
groups. 

The BEST Act will help advance en-
ergy storage technologies to improve 
the efficiency of our Nation’s electrical 
grid while helping to promote the 
wider use of clean, renewable energy. 
The goals of this bill are those which I 
would hope every Member of this body 
could embrace. I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 218—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH AS AN IMPOR-
TANT TIME TO CELEBRATE THE 
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC 
ISLANDERS TO THE HISTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES 
Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BENNET, 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. COONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. KAINE, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms. SMITH) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 218 

Whereas the people of the United States 
join together each May to pay tribute to the 

contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders who have enriched 
the history of the United States; 

Whereas the history of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders in the United States is 
inextricably tied to the story of the United 
States; 

Whereas the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community is an inherently diverse 
population, composed of more than 45 dis-
tinct ethnicities and more than 100 language 
dialects; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, the Asian American population grew 
faster than any other racial or ethnic group 
over the last decade, surging nearly 72 per-
cent between 2000 and 2015; 

Whereas there are approximately 22,000,000 
residents of the United States who identify 
themselves as Asian and approximately 
1,600,000 residents of the United States who 
identify themselves as Native Hawaiian or 
other Pacific Islander, making up nearly 7 
percent of the total population of the United 
States; 

Whereas the month of May was selected for 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first Japanese immigrants arrived 
in the United States on May 7, 1843, and the 
first transcontinental railroad was com-
pleted on May 10, 1869, with substantial con-
tributions from Chinese immigrants; 

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United 
States Code, officially designates May as 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and 
requests the President to issue an annual 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties; 

Whereas 2019 marks several important 
milestones for the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community, including— 

(1) the 25th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus, a bicameral caucus of 
Members of Congress advocating on behalf of 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, 
which, in 2019, is composed of 73 Members, 
including 19 Members of Asian or Pacific Is-
lander descent; 

(2) the 25th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Asian Pacific American Insti-
tute for Congressional Studies, which was 
founded alongside the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus by former Sec-
retary of Commerce and Secretary of Trans-
portation Norman Y. Mineta and former Del-
egate to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives from Guam Robert Underwood; 

(3) the 40th anniversary of the first Asian/ 
Pacific American Heritage Week, designated 
in 1979 by President Jimmy Carter through 
Presidential Proclamation No. 4650; 

(4) the 45th anniversary of Lau v. Nichols, 
414 U.S. 563 (1974), in which the Supreme 
Court of the United States determined that 
inadequate supplemental language instruc-
tion for students of Chinese ancestry with 
limited English proficiency violated the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, expanding equal 
educational opportunities and paving the 
way for bilingual programs and additional 
English language instruction in public 
schools; 

(5) the 95th anniversary of the enactment 
of the Immigration Act of 1924 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Johnson-Reed Act’’) (43 Stat. 
153, chapter 190), which imposed national ori-
gin quotas that limited the number of immi-
grants allowed entry to the United States 
and prohibited the entry of Asian immi-
grants; and 

(6) the 150th anniversary of the completion 
of the first transcontinental railroad, 
which— 

(A) in 1869, connected the Central Pacific 
Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad at 
Promontory Summit, Utah; and 
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